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KATIE HARSTER 

katieharster@gmail.com 

 

 

Employment 

 Webster University, Graduate Advisor, December 2023 – Present   

 

 Maryville University, Adjunct Instructor, August 2024 – Present  

 

American Public University System, Adjunct Instructor, December 2023 - Present 

 

Boston College, Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Fall 2019 – December 2023 

 

Areas of Specialty 

           Ethics, Moral Psychology,  

           Philosophy of Psychiatry 

Areas of Competence 

           Philosophy of Cognitive Science, 

           Biomedical Ethics, Business Ethics, 

           Philosophy of Mind, Philosophy of      

           Religion 

 

Education 

 

 Ph. D.  Washington University in St. Louis 

  Philosophy-Neuroscience-Psychology (May 2019) 

  Dissertation: Moral Pathology, John Doris, Advisor 

 

 M.A. Washington University in St. Louis 

  Philosophy-Neuroscience-Psychology (May 2014) 

 

 B.A.    Georgetown College, Georgetown KY 

  Honors in Philosophy & Psychology, Summa Cum Laude (May 2012) 

  Honors Thesis: An Essential Teleology of Hope 

 

Teaching Experience 

 

Primary Instructor - Undergraduate 

 

1. Culture and Civilization (HUM 101), Maryville University, Fall 2024 

2. Spring 2025 

3. Introduction to Ethics (PHIL 200), American Public University System, Spring 2024 

4. Summer 2024 

5. Winter 2025 

6. Critical Thinking (PHIL 110), American Public University System, Winter 2024 

7. Spring 2024 

8. Spring 2024 (two sections) 

9. Summer 2024 

10. Introduction to Philosophy (PHIL 101), American Public University System, Winter 2024 

11. Spring 2024 
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12. Summer 2024 

13. Philosophy of Science (PHIL 202), American Public University System, Fall 2024 

14. Summer 2024 

15. Philosophy of Mental Illness (PHIL 4320), Boston College, Spring 2020  

16. Fall 2021 

17. Spring 2021[fully online] 

18. Perspectives on Western Culture I (PHIL 1090/THEO 1090), Boston College, Fall 2019  

19. Fall 2020 [Seacole Nursing Scholars, fully online] 

20. Perspectives on Western Culture II (PHIL 1091/THEO 1091), Boston College, Spring 

2020 [fully online] 

21. Spring 2021 [Seacole Nursing Scholars, fully online] 

22. Business Ethics (PHIL 234), University College at Washington University in St. Louis, 

Summer 2016 [fully online] 

23. Summer 2017 [fully online] 

24. Present Moral Problems (PHIL 131), University College at Washington University in St. 

Louis, Fall 2018  

25. Biomedical Ethics (PHIL 233), University College at Washington University in St. Louis, 

Fall 2015 

26. Fall 2016 

 

Primary Instructor - Graduate 

  

1. Moral Responsibility in Mental Illness (PHIL 7650), Boston College, Fall 2021 

2. Independent Study in Philosophy of Mental Illness (PHIL 7799.11), Spring 2021 

 

 

Primary Instructor – Other 

 

1. Navigating Research Ethics, Research & Scholarship Integrity Program, Office of Vice 

Provost for Research Integrity at Boston College, Spring 2021  

2. Fall 2021 

3. Spring 2022 

4. Fall 2022 

5. Philosophy, Neuroscience, and Psychology Institute, High School Summer Institutes at  

Washington University in St. Louis, Two-Week Summer Course, Summer 2016 

6. Summer 2017 

7. Summer 2018 

8. Summer 2019 

9. Summer 2020 [fully online] 

10. Theory and Reality, Middle School Summer Challenge at Washington University in St. 

Louis, Two-Week Summer Course, Summer 2015 

11. Summer 2018 
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Teaching Service, Certifications, & Training 

 

• PHIL 101 Critical Thinking CARE Major Revision, American Public University System, 

Fall 2024 

o Extensive revision of online class for approximately 1,000 student per year. Added 

AI engagement for student enrichment, updated supplementary materials, revised 

assessments. 

• Graduate and Postdoctoral Ethics Seminar, Co-Presenter, Spring 2020 – Fall 2021 

• Engaging Adult & First-Year Students, American Public University System, Fall 2023 

• Formation Teaching Cohort, Boston College AY 2020-2021 (university-wide, competitive  

application) 

Interdisciplinary collaboration focused on creating and implementing assignments 

that foster formative education in the classroom and beyond. Motivated by student 

growth, inspired by Boston College’s Jesuit mission of cultivating the whole person. 

• Center for Teaching Excellence Educational Programs, Boston College 

• Rethinking Assessment and Academic Integrity, Summer 2020 

• Building Classroom Community, Summer 2020 

• Adaptable Remote Instruction Workshop, Summer 2020 

• Junior Faculty Conversations on Teaching, Fall 2019 

• Teaching Citation, The Teaching Center, Washington University in St. Louis, May 2018 

Optional teaching certification that requires three course observations with feedback 

and discussion with faculty, six classes on teaching pedagogy, and writing and revising a 

teaching philosophy statement.  

• Introduction to Online Teaching, Washington University in St. Louis, Spring 2016 (four-

week intensive course to prepare for teaching an online class)  

 

 

Publications 

 

1. Byrnes, J.  & Harster, K. (forthcoming) (Chapter Eds.) “Distributing Healthcare and  

Scarce Medical Resources” in Fritz Allhoff (Ed.), Bioethics: New Directions. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press. 

2. Harster, K. (2022). “Symptoms of Trauma, Kantian Natural Powers, and the Duty to Seek 

Treatment.” Philosophy, Psychiatry, & Psychology 29(3), 147-157. 

https://doi.org/10.1353/ppp.2022.0031 

3. Harster, K. (2021). “Borderline Personality Disorder and the Boundaries of Virtue.” 

Neuroethics 14, 479-490. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12152-021-09467-7. 

4. Harster, K. (2022). “Distressed but Not Helpless: Reply to Woody and Wharne.” 

Philosophy, Psychiatry, & Psychology 29(3), 165-168. 

https://doi.org/10.1353/ppp.2022.0034 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s12152-021-09467-7
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5. Harster, K. & Cruitt, P. (2023). “Reply to “Ethics and Interjurisdictional Practice.” 

Professional Psychology: Research and Practice 54(6). 398-400. 
https://doi.org/10.1037/pro0000536 

6. Cameron, C.D. & Rapier, K.
1

 (2017). “Compassion is a Motivated Choice.” In W. Sinnott-

Armstrong & C. Miller (Eds.), Moral Psychology, Volume 5: Virtue and Character (pp. 

373-408). Cambridge: MIT Press. 
7. Cameron, C. D. & Rapier, K (2017). “Reply to Montgomery, Kappes, & Crockett and 

Goodman.” In W. Sinnott-Armstrong & C. Miller (Eds.), Moral Psychology, Volume 5: 

Virtue and Character (pp.427-438). Cambridge: MIT Press. 

8. Harster, K. (forthcoming). “Courage Through Chaos” in Visions of Peace and 
Nonviolence in Popular Culture.  

 

Advising 

     Webster University 

• International Graduate Student Advisor, 2023 – Present  

 

Boston College 

• Dissertation Committee, Spring 2021-2023 

• Philosophy Undergraduate Honors Thesis, AY 2021-2020 (Pass) 

• Pre-Major Advisor, 2020-2021 

• Philosophy Master’s Student Mentor, 2019-2023 

• Philosophy Major Advisor, 2020-2023 

• Philosophy Qualifying Paper, Summer and Fall 2020 (Pass) 

• Philosophy Qualifying Paper, Spring and Summer 2021 (Pass) 

 

Professional & Community Service 

American Psychological Association 

 

• Public Member, Ethics Committee, 2023-2025 

o Responsibilities include investigating complaints of unethical conduct, revising 
the APA Code of Ethics, providing case analyses, presenting ethics education 
materials at annual convention, and participating in monthly meetings. 

 

Webster University 

 

o Member, Compensation Committee, 2025 

                                                        
1

 Compassion publications, many presentations, and teaching listings are under my former name, Katie Rapier. 
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o Member, AI Committee, 2024-present 
o Member, J-Transition Team for Academic Advising, 2024-present 
o Starfish Administrator, 2024-present 

 

Boston College 

 

• Coordinator, Master’s Student Qualifying Paper Seminar, Fall 2021 

o Taught skills for crafting a clear, compelling essay centered around an argument 

to foster proficiency in philosophical writing 

• Coach, Ethics Bowl Team, 2021 – 2023  

• Assistant Professor Representative, Chair’s Advisory Committee, 2020 – 2023  

• Mentor, McNair Exploratory Program, 2021-2022 

• Judge, Northeast Regional Ethics Bowl, December 2020 

• Presenter, Philosophy Graduate Student Professionalization Seminar  

o Writing a Successful MA Qualifying Paper, Fall 2020 

o How to Get Good Advice, Fall 2020  

• Participant, Jesuit Early Career Seminar, Fall 2019 – 2023 

• Advisor, Job Market Advising Group, Summer 2020 

• Panelist, Job Market Panel, Graduate Student Retreat, October 2019 

• Participant, Diversity Reading Group, Summer 2020 

 

Washington University in St. Louis  

 

• Chair, Peer Mentoring Committee, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, 2015-2018 

• Member, Peer Mentoring Committee, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, 2014, 

2018-2019 

• Coordinator, Women in Philosophy, Department of Philosophy, AY 2018-2019 

• Member, Advisory Board, Liberman Graduate Center, 2016-2019 

• Graduate Advisor, PNP Undergraduate Club, 2013-2016 

• Member, Annual Conference Planning Committee, Olin Fellowship, 2013-2016  

 
Dissertation Abstract 

 

Moral Pathology (May 2019) 

 

Abstract: This dissertation explores the relationship between morality and mental illness. 

Mental illness is often thought to impair moral functioning but careful examination reveals 

that mental illness offers its own insight into moral functioning. While we learn a great deal 

about moral responsibility and exempting conditions (psychopathy and addiction), we also 

discover that there are multiple ways to be moral and that many individuals act morally 

despite ongoing conditions (autism and borderline personality disorder). I conclude that 

these insights ought to shape our ethical theories. 
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Refereed Presentations 

 

1. “Navigating Ethical Challenges related to the SCOTUS Affirmative Action Opinion in 

Higher Education.” American Psychological Association, Annual Conference, August 2024 

 

2. “The Ethics Committee Presents Hot Topics: Emerging Issues in Neuroethics including 

Psychedelics,” American Psychological Association, Annual Conference, August 2024 

 

3. “Introducing Issues of Racial Justice Through bell hooks in an Introductory Philosophy 

Course.” APA Central Division Teaching Hub, American Philosophical Association, 

Denver, CO, February 2023 

 

4. “For Light and Life,” Concerned Philosophers for Peace at the Central Meeting of the 

American Philosophical Association, Denver, CO, February 2023 

 

5. “Symptoms of Trauma, Kantian Natural Powers, and the Duty to Seek Treatment.” 

Psychology and the Other, September 2021 

 

6. “‘Checking Out’ of Moral Responsibility: Impairment in Emotion Regulation and 

Substance Use Disorder.”  

Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Annual Meeting, July 2018 

 

7. “‘How did you feel the last time you squashed a bug?’ Compassion, Moral Responsibility, 

and Psychopathy.” International Society for Research on Emotions, July 2017. 

 

8. 3rd Global Meeting of the Empathy Project, Mansfield College, Oxford,  

July 2016. (repeat) 

 

9. “Compassion, Moral Responsibility, and the High-Functioning Psychopath.”  

Society for Philosophy and Psychology Annual Meeting, University of Texas at Austin, 

June 2016. 

 

10. “A Tale of Two Empathies: Lessons in Morality from Clinical Populations.”  

Rocky Mountain Ethics Congress, University of Colorado, Boulder, August 2015. 

 

11. “Reviving Empathy: Cultivating Moral Salience.”  

International Society for Research on Emotions, University of Geneva, July 2015. 

 

12. “Why Empathy (Still) Matters.”  

Society for Philosophy and Psychology. University of British Columbia, June 2014. 

 

13. “Empathic Emotions in Moral Motivation.”  

Southeast Graduate Philosophy Conference. University of Florida, March 2014. 
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14. “An Empirical Defense of the Power of Altruistic Emotions in Moral Motivation.” 

Graduate Conference in Philosophy of Mind, Language, and Cognitive Science; May 2013. 

 

15. “Georgetown Students Finding Their Vocation.”  

Lilly Fellows Regional Conference: Discerning Vocation in a Contested Religious 

Tradition. January 2016. 

 

16. “Christian Compassion in Moral Motivation.”  

Society of Christian Philosophers, Annual Midwest Conference. April 2013. 

 

17. “Psychometric Properties of a New Measure of Self-Disclosure in Adolescent Friendships.”  

Society for Research in Child Development, Biennial Meeting. March 2011. 

 

18. “Psychological Mindedness and Therapy Preferences”,  

Kentucky Psychological Association, Spring Academic Conference. March 2011. 

 

19. “Good or Godly Friends?”  

Center for Ethics and Culture at the University of Notre Dame, Annual Fall Conference. 

November 2011. 

 

20. “The Convoluted Consciousness of Virginia Woolf.”  

International Virginia Woolf Society, Annual Conference. May 2010. 

 

21. “Do the Perseverant Lead Happier Lives?” 

Kentucky Psychological Association, Spring Academic Conference. March 2010. 

 

Invited Presentations 

 

 “Symptoms of Trauma and Stories of Self” 

 Online Workshop: Memory and Trauma. March 2023 

 

“Borderline Personality Disorder: The Moral Superheroes Virtue Ethics Needs.”  

Missouri Philosophy Forum. May 2019. 

 

Other Presentations 

 

“Explaining Addiction Through Emotion Regulation: Three Philosophical Consequences.”  

Jesuit Institute Early Career Seminar. November 2019. 

 

“Borderline Personality Disorder: The Moral Superheroes Virtue Ethics Needs.”  

Philosophy Department Colloquium Series. October 2018. 

 

Workshop in Politics, Ethics, and Society at Washington University in St. Louis,  

September 2018. 

 

Works in Progress Weekly Seminar at Washington University in St. Louis, March  

2018. 
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Works in Progress Weekly Seminar, Washington University in St. Louis. February  

2019. 

 

Faculty Seminar in Philosophy at Boston College. February 2019. 

 

“Moral Pathology.”  

Three-Minute Thesis Competition at Washington University St. Louis, February 2018. 

 

“‘Checking Out’ of Moral Responsibility: Impairment in Emotion Regulation and 

Substance Use Disorder.”  

Olin Fellowship Interdisciplinary Seminar. September 2017. 

 

“Letting the Good Guy Get Away with It: The Role of Character in Folk Psychological 

Explanations.”  

20
th

 Annual Graduate Research Symposium Poster Session at Washington University in St. 

Louis. February 2015. 

 

“Why Empathy (Still) Matters.”  

Mr. & Mrs. Spencer T. Olin Fellowship Conference “How Climates Change” Poster 

Session. October 2014. 

 

 

Grants & Funding 

 

Pre-Tenure Research Leave (full pay), Boston College, Spring 2022 & Spring 2023 

 

Virtue Ethics Working Group, Schiller Institute ($2500), Boston College, Spring 2022 
 

Diversity Travel Award ($100), Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Annual 

Conference, University of Michigan Ann Arbor, 2018 [Competitive Award] 

 

Graduate Student Travel Award ($100), Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Annual 

Conference, University of Michigan Ann Arbor, 2018 [Competitive Award] 

 

Young Catholic Scholars Program ($1000), Catholic Student Center at Washington 

University in St. Louis, 2016-2017 [Competitive Award] 

 

Travel Funding ($500 per year), Mr. and Mrs. Spencer T. Olin Fellowship for Women in 

Graduate Study, Washington University in St. Louis, 2012-2018 

 

Graduate Student Travel Funding ($1000 per year), Department of Philosophy, 

Washington University in St. Louis, 2012-2018 

 

Summer Research Stipend ($24,729 total), Mr. and Mrs. Spencer T. Olin Fellowship for 

Women in Graduate Study, Washington University in St. Louis, 2012-2018 
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Travel Funding ($500), Mr. and Mrs. Spencer T. Olin Fellowship for Women in Graduate 

Study, Washington University in St. Louis, 2014 

 

 

Honors & Awards 

 

(Nominated) Annual Advising Excellence Award, Webster University, 2024 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Spencer T. Olin Fellowship for Women in Graduate Study, Washington 

University in St. Louis, 2012 – 2019 [University-wide competitive award] 

 

Second Place (Humanities), 20
th

 Annual Graduate Research Symposium, Washington 

University in St. Louis, 2015 

 

Excellence in Creating Community, Peer Mentoring Committee, Liberman Leadership 

Awards for Graduate and Professional Students, Washington University in St. Louis, 2018 

 

Dean’s Honor Award, Georgetown College, 2012 [University-wide competitive award] 

 

Outstanding Philosophy Graduate, Georgetown College, 2012 

 

Outstanding Psychology Graduate, Georgetown College, 2012  

 

Top Poster, Senior Capstone Presentation, Georgetown College, 2012  

 

Heizer Book Award in Philosophy, Georgetown College, 2011  

 

GCPALS, Howard Hughes Medical Institute Research Stipend, 2010 [University-wide 

competitive award] 

 

Professional Associations 

  

 American Philosophical Association 

  

American Psychological Association 

  

Association for Practical and  

Professional Ethics 

  

Society for Christian Philosophers 

 

Society for Philosophy and  

Psychology 

 

International Society for Research on 

Emotion
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